Chatte: Vatters

February 2008 Dayspring Community Volume 4, Issue 13
www.dayspringwalk.org degar@windstream.net

The time is quickly coming upon us for Dayspring Walks #62 and #63. Therefore, | am going to
share, for some of us this is not new information, information regarding sponsorship from The
Upper Room/Walk to Emmaus publications. The two sources consulted are The Upper Room
Handbook on Emmaus 2" Ed (designated EH) and The Emmaus Library Sponsorship (designated
SB).

Why should I limit the number of agape letters | collect to 8 to 12?

Limiting the number of personal agape letters to maximum of 12 is based on several established
principles (SB36). The pilgrims have a limited time to read these letters. Too many letters detract
from the pilgrim’s experience (SB26). Furthermore, 50 letters for one pilgrim can present an
obstacle to the message of grace for the lonely pilgrim who receives only 5 letters and does not
understand why (EH91). Limiting the number to 12 helps put all pilgrims at ease; no one has to
wonder why he or she did not receive as many letters as other received (SB26). The qualities of the
personal agape letters are more important than the quantity and are intended to be written by those
close to the pilgrim (EH91). Make sure the pilgrim receives letters from family members and close
friends at that special time on the weekend (SB27). Finally, the maximum number of 12 also
relieves the sponsor of finding large number of people to write letters (SB26).

Why should I not deliver a personal gift to a pilgrim on the Walk when we all want to shower
him or her with our love?

The giving of gifts to and the provision of special surprises for your pilgrim is not part of the model
of The Walk to Emmaus (SB27). The message of Emmaus is that God loves each person with the
same love; God does not have favorites (SB27). A sponsor who gives a gift to one pilgrim and not
to others short-circuits this message of God’s equal love (SB27). Such efforts, though well
intentioned, result in a problem for other pilgrims; they wonder why they did not receive such gifts
(SB27).

Why do | personally need to transport my pilgrim to and from the Walk and attend all of the
events when the shared love of others helping with this task should do? Could I get friends to
help do some of these things for me?

Attending send off with your pilgrim, Candlelight and Closing are other examples of your personal
sacrifice to support your pilgrim and to support the Emmaus functions (SB20). Your presence
reinforces your commitment to your pilgrim and encourages them (SB20). The personal character
of sponsorship underlines God’s personal care and commitment to each pilgrim (CH13). The fact
that the Emmaus experience passes from person to person reflects the relational nature of Gad and
the manner in which God reaches out to people through people (EH13).
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Send prayer concerns and answered prayers to Debra Taylor at degar@windstream.net. Please send
updates on these prayer concerns so they can be shared with the community.

The following is from Mary and A.C. Weitzel who requested prayer for the Epiphany in Texas.
Many of our community responded via email regarding prayer support.

Subject:Hands and Hearts and Prays joined around the world during Epiphany #2

In Matthew 18:20, Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there | am
in the midst of them.”

This past weekend, we witnessed what can happen when people joined to pray for our incarcerated
teenagers. The prayer chain helped these teenagers to know that they were literally enclosed in your
prayers all weekend.

The poster our guys drew after the talk “You Are Not Alone”, showed people holding hands all
around the world. Outside of that circle, they drew a prayer chain. Our prayer chain was made up
of 5,497 links, representing people praying from 35 states here in America and 22 countries around
the world. Your prayers and your love helped them experience true AGAPE love.
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There were several teenagers who accepted Jesus as their Savior and several more who rededicated
their lives to Christ. | know one young man who was sure he did NOT believe in God at the
beginning, at least was willing to consider all the truths he heard during Epiphany. To share Jesus
is our mission and then let the Holy Spirit take over. Each of you was a part of doing that through
your prayers and other agape. Thank you so very, very much. I’d like to close with a poem that |
feel we all experienced this weekend.

Believers, you and me,

You bought another Believer and then there were three.
We started our chain, our circle of Believers,

And like that circle there is no beginning, there is no end.

From our hearts to each of you,
Mary & AC Weitzel in Texas, USA
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Needs List

There is a need for a scholarship fund for both Dayspring Emmaus and Journey. The Silent Angel
Fund has been designated specifically for the needs of pilgrims or workers who could not work or
attend a weekend due to financial hardship. If you would like to donate monies for this fund, please
mark your check appropriately.

If anyone knows of a need for the Dayspring Community campground or for gatherings please let
me know degar@windstream.net and I’ll connect you to the correct person.

Feb 23"
March 8"
March 15

March 29"
April
May 24"

Dates to Remember

Gathering, Millen United Methodist @ 6:30
Walk #62 & # 63 All Team Meeting

Gathering, Harmony UMC in Mendes @ 6:30 (Note change is date due to
Easter)

Walk #62 & # 63 All Team Meeting
Pio Party
Nevils UMC @ 6:30
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